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Long-Term Services Research for Vulnerable Vets Gets Funding

PROVIDENCE, R.I. — The VA Center of Innovation in Long-Term Services and Supports for
Vulnerable Veterans, located at the Providence VA Medical Center, was awarded funding for

continued research by VA Health Services Research and Development.

“With the projected doubling of Veterans over 65 years old who will be eligible for VA-funded
long-term care in the next 10 years, there’s a critical need for innovative ways of providing long-
term care that both meets the needs of Veterans and promotes their independence,” said Dr.
James Rudolph, director of the LTSS Research Center. “Long-Term Services and Supports are
focused on keeping Veterans in their home as long as possible, which is not only the Veterans’

preferred environment, but is cost effective, as well.”

The overall goal of the research is to improve the access, quality and value of LTSS for Veterans.
To do this, the center has launched a Collaborative Research to Enhance and Advance
Transformation and Excellence, called CREATE, program focused on improving care for
Veterans in long-term care, and a Community Nursing Home Quality Enhancement Research
Initiative, called CNH-QUERI, to measure and improve the quality of care provided to Veterans
in community nursing homes. Other initiatives are focused on shifting care from the nursing

home to the home.

The new funding will continue the research through fiscal year 2021. Rudolph said, “The LTSS
Center of Innovation works closely with VA Geriatrics leadership to design research that will

improve care today and build a system for innovative long-term care tomorrow.”
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“The continued funding of these initiatives, combined with our research partnerships with the
Brown Center for Gerontology and the University of Rhode Island, will help us deliver the
excellence in long-term care Veterans have earned through their service,” said Dr. Susan

MacKenzie, director of the Providence VA Medical Center.
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Left to right, Dr. David Dosa, the associate director of the VA Center of Innovation in Long-Term
Services and Supports for Vulnerable Veterans, Debra D’Allesandro, the center’s administrative
officer, Krista Tocco, program assistant, and Dr. James Rudolph, the center’s director, at the
Providence VA Medical Center Monday, April 11, 2016. The center was awarded funding for continued
research by VA Health Services Research and Development, to improve the access, quality and value
of long-term care for vulnerable Veterans. (Providence VA Medical Center photo by Winfield
Danielson)
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